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EDITORIAL NOTES. 
SORROW FILLED THE HEAR!S OF THE 


disciples when they learned that Jesus 


was to leave them, ‘“ But,” said He, 
‘it is expedient for vou that I go 
away: for if I go not away the Com- 


but if 
I depart, I will send him unto you. 
When he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he will guide you into all truth” 
(John xvi.). All who believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ are His disciples,and 
to them the Hoiy Ghost is promised. 


forter will not come unto you ; 


The presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
Christian. 
friends are 
deprived of this privilege, for they 
must believe that the Pope 


soul is assured to every 


But our Roman ‘Catholic 
alone re- 
and when he 

of the Holy 
Archbishop Corrigan says so, 


ceives the Holy Ghost, 
speaks he is the voice 
Spirit. 
and Cardinal Gibbons believes it. 


OvuR NEXT ISSUE, 1892, 
will begin Volume IX. We hope to 
make it better than any preceding vol- 
Now let friends renew 
their subscriptions promptly. 


January 


ume our 
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SERVICES IN CHRIST'S 
MISSION. 
@a~ EV. Geo. C. Needham, the be- 
R loved evangelist, held a series 
of meetings in Curist’s Mission the 
last week in October, which proved a 
great blessing to all who attended. In 
his sweet and ioving manner and with 
wonderful he unfolded the 
truth of God to eager souls and fed 
them with the precious promises and 


power 


strengthened them in sound doctrine. 
Mr. Needham’s great power lies in his 
intimate knowledge of the Word of 
God. He knows his Bible and 
preaches it and makes his Roman Ca- 
tholic as well as Protestant hearers 
love it. The new converts from Rome 
were especially blessed at these ser- 
vices; as Mr. Needham frequently re- 
ferred to the worn out superstitions 
that had blinded them, while he lifted 
up Christ before their enraptured gaze. 
+ 

The attendance at the services grows 
every week, and a home-like feeling 
prevails among the worshippers that 
could not exist in a large public hall. 
Father O'Connor preaches every Sun- 
day evening, and all take part in the 
Thursday evening prayer meeting. 
Scarcely a day passes but inquiring 
Catholics call to see him. A member 
of one of the best families in Montreal 
who had been educated by the Jesuits 
has been converted after several pray- 
ertul interviews. A lady who has 
moved in the highest circles in Wash- 
ington and whose son is a Roman Ca- 
tholic priest and monk called to learn 
the better way. Her soul had become 
of the ceremonies and_ sacra- 
ments of Rome and she longed for 
union with Christ. 


weary 


The way was ten- 
derly pointed out to her and she re- 








solved to trust Jesus alone for pardon, 
peace and perseverance in the service 
and love of God. 

‘My soul was starving until Icame 
to these meetings,” said Thomas 
Joyce, of County Mayo, Ireland, a 
tvpical Irishman who has been re- 
cently converted and who loves to at- 
tend these services. “I have found 
Christ my Saviour and my soul is 
satisfied,” said Thomas. Nagle, 
who but a few days before had called 
on Father O'Connor ‘‘ with a great 
load on his heart.” The load was 
lifted when he learned that Jesus had 
offered Himself to bear the burden of 
all who cast their care upon Him. 
Mr. Nagle is a good representative of 
the intelligent Irishmen who have 
learned the American way of looking 
at things secular and religious. 

Other recent converts who attend 
the meetings regalarly are Mrs. M. 
and her daughter, Mrs. R., members 
of old Catholic families in Maryland. 
Mrs. M. had been for many years the 
organist of a Roman Catholic church, 
and is now supremely happy as she 


plays regularly at these services. 
+ 


kk 

Currst’s Mission has been recently 
visited by many priests, both those who 
have already withdrawn from the 
Church of Rome and those who are 
seeking a way out. To all a cordial 
welcome has been given. There 
have been visits also from many Ko- 
man Catholics who are groaning under 
the tyranny of priests, and especially 
Jesuits. All were received courteously 
and kindly, and the sure way of escape 
from priestly tyranny and of access to 
the great High Priest was pointed 
out to them. One day a gentleman 
called to inquire whether we had a 
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home for priests who desired to leave 
the Roman Catholic Church, and when 
assured that we had an open door, a 
smiling face and a grasp of the hand 
for such brethren, he expressed his joy 
nut in words only, but in a substantial 
manner. He refused to give his name, 
but evidently he had been a Roman 
Catholic priest and has a friend who 
desires to abandon that evil -calling. 
Priesting is a bad _ business. 
* 

Several articles that are useful in a 
like this have 
Curist Mission during last month, for 
thanked 


work been sent to 
which the donors have been 
by personal letters. 
such articles as are useful in a large 
house will always be welcome and ju- 
diciously used, It is not necessary to 
suggest to our readers what. gifts are 
most needed ; their own judgment will 
tell them. Friends in the city are in- 
vited to the services and to inspect the 
Mission. A picture of the building 
will be given in the next issue of THE 
ConvERTED CaTHOLIC, January 1892. 


* 
* * 


The response to the appeal for re- 
newal of subscriptions to Tue Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLICc last month to meet 
the pressing debt on Curist’s Mission 
has been so gracious that all engage- 
ments have been covered, with the ex- 
ception of $500. When this sum is 
received the entire mortgage of $5,000 
will be paid. The friends who are in- 
terested in this work will greatly help 
it by forwarding their contributions 
and subscriptions as soon as possible. 





Romish Defamation. 
The opening of Curist’s Mission 
for the conversion of Roman Catholics 
has made the Jesuitical party in the 





Contributions of 


Church of Rome so angry that they 
have forgotten their habitual caution 
in their attacks on the Editor of this 
magazine, through whose instrumen- 
tality the Mission has been established. 
Vituperation and defamation in their 
own papers would not be noticed, for 
that is their business and their readers 
evidently like that kind of literature, 
but when they use the secular press for 
this purpose, the conductors of those 
journals should remember that they 
are liable to prosecution for libel. In 
this connection the letter 
explains itself : 
To the Editor of the Detroit Avening 

Sun :— 

SIR : 


following 





A correspondent has sent 
me a copy of your paper dated Octo- 
ber 16, in which the following item 
appears: ‘‘James O'Connor, the 
exepriest, who made a tour through 
Michigan a few years ago under police 
protection, making alleged exposures 
of Catholicism, is under arrest in New 
York charged with robbing a man of 
a silver watch.” As subscribers to 
my magazine in Michigan believe that 
I am the person referred to, I beg to 
say that I am not under arrest for rob- 
bery, but a man is under arrest for 
robbing me; I .never made a tour 
through Michigan under police or any 
other protection save that of the rail- 
companies that carried me 
through the State; I never preached 
or lectured in Michigan when I was a 
Roman Catholic priest, or since I 
renounced that calling. By giving this 
space in your paper you will oblige 
me and avoid the consequences of 
defaming a fellow citizen. 
Yours respectfully, 
James A. O'Connor, 
Editor of Zhe Converted Catholic. 


road 
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BOYCOTTING THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


«) NDER the heading of ‘‘ Tue 
ConvERTED CATHOLIC Precipitates 

a Quarrel between Roman Catholics 
and the Y. M. C. A.,” the Associated 
Press sent out the following dispatch: 

Fort Doncée, Iowa, Nov. 2, 1891:— 
What promises to be a bitter war be- 
tween the local Young Men’s Christian 
Association and the Roman Catholic 
Church has been inaugurated here. The 
trouble arose over a publication called 
Tue ConvertTED CaTHOLic, which is 
published by an ex-priest,and which has 
occupied a place on the table of the 
Association’s reading-room. 

Rev. T. M. Lenihan, pastor of Cor- 
pus Christi Catholic Church, was in- 
formed of the presence of the obnox- 
ious pamphlet by some of the Roman 
Catholic friends of the association. He 
visited the rooms, and after inquiring of 
General Secretary Thaley if one of the 
objects of the association was the con- 
version of Catholics, and receiving a 
reply in the negative made a demand 
that the paper be removed from the 
table, threatening, in case his demand 
should not be complied with, to de- 
nounce the Young Men’s Christian 
Association publicly from the altar. 
The secretary promised an early an- 
swer and immediately interviewed the 
directors. It was found impossible to 
get a quorum for a special meeting, 
but it was decided to take up the 
matter at the next regular meeting. 
Father Lenihan and Secretary Thaley 
had a private interview yesterday, and 
the priest promised to withhold action 
pending the decision of the directors, 
He, however, reiterated his imperative 
demand for the removal of the maga- 
zine and repeated his threat of public 


denunciation in case it was refused. 
Individual members of the association 
board of directors give it as their opin- 
ion that the priest’s demands will not 
be complied with, which will mean a 
long and bitter war between the Ro- 
man Church and its friends and the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. 
oreens 


Father O’Ccnnor’s Work. 
[The ‘ Preacher’s Assistant,’? Nov., 1891.] 
The great work which the Rev. 
James A. O'Connor, a converted Ro- 
man Catholic priest, has been carrying 
on in the City of New York among 
his Catholic brethren for the past ten 
years, has taken a new start under 
most auspicious circumstances. Its 
originator has just secured a building 
thoroughly adapted for his peculiar 
work. It includes a hall for religious 
services, conferences and lectures, a 
publication office and residence for 
Pastor O’Connor and a temporary 
home for such priests as desire to leave 
the Church of Rome on religious 
grounds, This building was opened 
several weeks ago with appropriate 
services, which were participated in by 
Rev. Drs. Hall, Booth, Strong, and 
other leading Protestant clergymen. 
A small debt, however, is hindering 
Rev. Mr. O’Connor at the very begin- 
ning of his work in the new headquar- 
ters, and it must be promptly removed 
before he can be free to attend to his 
special duties. We trust therefore 
that our ministerial friends with the 
support of their liberal-minded laymen 
will do what they can to sweep this 
obstruction out of the way of a work 
that ought to command the sympathy 
of all Protestants. 
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ROME RULE IN AMERICA. 
HE large cities of the country are 
. governed by Roman Catholics. 
Even where the men in office are Protes- 
tants the power of the Roman Catholic 
Church deters them irom expressing 
any views or executing any measures 
‘*the Church ” would not endorse. 

The great State of New York has 
come under the influence of the Ro- 
man Church, for the victory of Tam- 
many Hall at the polls last mouth 
when the-entire Democratic ticket was 
elected means the supremacy of the 
same power that directs the affairs of 
Tammany Hall, ‘‘the stronghold of 
Rome,” in New York City. 

The Congress of the United States 
that assembles in Washington this 
month will be controlled by the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, as it is over- 
whelmingly Democratic. There are 
few Catholic Republicans, while there 
are many Catholic Democrats. 

Tammany Hall expects that the 
Govenor-elect of New York, Roswell 
P. Flower, will be nominated for the 
Presidency by the Democratic party 
next year, and then Mr. Sheehan, the 
Irish Roman Catholic who has been 
elected Lieutenant-Govenor, will be 
the Governor of the Empire State. It 
was a great demonstration of Roman 
Catholic power when Mr. Grace was 
elected the first Irish Roman Catholic 
Mayor of New York in 1880. He 
served two terms, and now we have- 
Mayor Grant, another Roman Catho- 
lic, who rules New York in the inter 
ests of what Cardinal Gibbons calls 
‘*the Church of his fathers.” An 
Irish Roman Catholic Governor of New 
York, the pivotal State in Presidential 
elections for many years, means an 
Irish Roman Catholic for the high 


States. Some persons imagine that a 
Roman Catholic cannot be President. 
This is a mistake. Any Roman Ca- 
tholic citizen of American birth can 
be elected President of the United 
States, if he receives sufficient votes. 
The World’s Fair that will be held 
in Chicago in 1893 will be captured 
by the Romanists if a fixed determina- 
tion, great energy and hard work can 


’ . 
uvil 





aud if che apathetic indiiiesence 
of Protestant Americans continues. 
General Butterworth, the secretary and 
solicitor general of the World’s Fair, 
is threatened with the loss of his posi- 
tion on account of a speech he deliv- 
ered last month in which he said: 

“lr ] Italy Vd hold 
an auction and invite all America, 
and I'd sell ten thousand crucifixes 
and ten thousand madonnas and a 
thousand churches and_ establish 
schools in their stead. The power of 
the weak old man is waning.” 

This was rank neresy and blasphemy 
to Roman Cathvlic ears. Father Me- 
Glynn could cal’ the Pope a weak old 
man, and so coald the rest of us who 
have turned ou. backs to him, but an 
American Prot«stant who holds a pub- 
lic position must not talk in that way ot 
the holy Pope. Accordingly a com- 
mittee of Catholics was appointed to 
call upon General Butterworth and 
learn what he meant by such out- 
spoken truihs. He replied that he did 
not mean to insult the Pope or hurt the 
feelings of his Roman Catholic friends, 
etc., etc. 


owned 


If the Romanists are satis- 
fied with his ‘‘explanation” he may 
continue to hold his position as secre 
tary of the Fair, and they will forgive 
his ‘‘ indiscretion,” but he must never 
do it again. 

















gee the Boston /%lof/, that 
_L* staunch Roman Catholic paper, 
we take the following : 

The Rev. John B. Halloran, of St. 
Augustine’s Church, South Boston, 
recently preached an eloquent sermon 
on ‘‘Mixed Marriages,” during which 
he cited this striking case: 

A young man named Richard 
Reader was a faithful Catholic up to 
his twenty-fourth year, when he mar- 
ried a Protestant. He lived to the 
remarkable age of one hundred and 
three years, and the fruits of his mar- 
riage were children, grand children, 
and great-grand-children to the num- 
ber of two hundred and three, not a 
single soul of whom was a Catholic. 

The pastor of a United Presbyter- 
ian Church in Forest County, Pennsyl- 
vania, writes: “IT have many members 
in my church who are the children and 
grandchildren of Roman Catholics.” 
This fulfills the prophecy of Father 
McGlynn, who said in his address at 
Cooper Union, New York, November 
22, 1891: ‘‘ I predict that in anc ther 
generation the bitterest opponents of 
the Roman Catholic Church will be the 
children and grandchildren of people 
who are thronging the church to-day.” 

NortH WivsranaM, Mass., ) 

Nov. 2, 1891. 

DEAR O’Connor:—I was 
pained and grieved to read in this 


BROTHER 


month’s magazine of the annoyances 
and persecutions that you have endur- 
ed, though I have often wondered 
that you had not been more frequently 
attacked. If God spares your life you 


may expect while doing His work that 


THE CUNVERTED CATHOLIC 


CONVERTS EROJI RORIE. 


As I 
have been a Catholic I understand 


greater persecutions will come. 


what Roman persecution means, and 
can sympathize with you. 

Another bond of sympathy that 
unites us is the loss of your dear chil- 
dren, for I have been called upon to 
resign into the Lord’s hands a beloved 
son whom He had consigned to my 
love and care for twenty-six years, a 
son who had never spoken an unkind 
word tome. Tell your dear wife to 
thank God that He called her darlings 
to himself before they became to her 
what my boy was to me in his fine 
manhood. Tell her there is a sister 
who sympathizes with her in love and 
prayer that we may so live that we 
shall meet our darlings in heaven. 

Mrs. C. B. 

PorRTLAND, OREGON, Oct. 21, 1891. 

Dear Brotuer O’Connor :—Three 
years ago I received a copy of Tue 
ConveRTED Catuotic from Dr. J. M., 
and since then I have been one of its 
most interested readers. As an Irish- 
man and a converted Catholic I thank 
God for the good work which He is 
enabling you to do among our people, 

In my younger days I followed the 
sea and came out to this coast 
twenty-six years ago. After leaving 
my ship in San Francisco I went to 
the mines, and there through the in- 
fluence of a Methodist brother I was 
led to give my heart to God, Since 
then I have been blessed in my own 
life and have tried to help others to 
know the Saviour. I am a member 
of Grace Methodist Episcopal Church 
in this city, and for the last five years 
have deyoted all my time as a mission- 











yas 





rch 
ars 








ary to the seamen. Many of the 
young lads who come here in their 
ships as wicked and as godless as | 
used to be myself, now return in the 
same ships converted to God to spread 
the good news of salvation among 
their shipmates, and many of these 
converts are Irish. 

Last spring I sent for a copy of Mr. 
Needham’s delightful book, ‘‘ Father 
Flynn,” and I assure you I greatly en- 
joyed reading it with my good wife, 
who is a noble Christian woman. 
‘That precious book is kept going all 
the time, loaned from hand to hand, 
as well as THe ConverTED CATHOLIC, 
with a prayer for the blessing of God 
upon all who read them, 

My dear wife sends you two dollars 
for Father Connellan’s books and to 
help you in your work We are not 
blessed with very much of this world’s 
goods, but we are richly blessed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord and our efforts 
to lead some precious souls to a 
knowledge of Him. May God’s rich. 
est blessing rest upon you and your 
work is the prayer of your brother in 
Christ, W. S. FLETCHER. 

— 
Roman Catholics on the Fence. 

Last month we received the follow- 
ing postal card from a Western State : 

‘*In a notice of THe Convertep 
Catuo.ic I see that some new views 
are taken by the Reformers of New 
York, such as Father McGlynn and 
yourself. As there are some here who 
are on the fence and know not exactly 
what to do, new views coming trom 
Reformed Catholics would do them 
good. Please send me some copies 
of the magazine for distribution.” 

Applications for copies for distribu- 
tion come to us from all quarters. 
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Protestant men and women in factories 
and stores want to distribute them 
among their shopmates, but their 
wages do not warrant the expenditure 
of money for this purpose. Here is 
missionary work of a kind that will 
bear abundant fruit for friends who 
have means to help us in sending 
copies to worthy applicants. 


ere 


THE NUN OF KENMARE'S 
BOOKS. 

For thirty years Miss Mary Frances 
Cusack had been a nunin the Roman 
Catholic Church and Mother Superior 
of convents in England, Ireland and 
the United States. Her great talents, 
zeal and benevolence made her the 
most famous nun in the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. After several months 
correspondence with the Editor of Tue 
ConveRTED CATHOLIC she left the con- 
vent in Jersey City, N J., in July, 
1888, and since then has been a most 
devoted champion of Protestantism. 

Her first book since leaving the con- 
vent is an account of her life entitled, 
“ AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE 

NUN OF KENMARE,” 
One volume, 558 pages, price $1.5¢. 

Her next volume, entitled, 

“LIFE INSIDE THE CHURCH 
OF ROME,” 

gives an expose of the interior life of 

Bishops, Priestsand Nuns. One vol- 

ume, 408 pages, price $1.75. 

Her last volume, recently published, 
“WHAT ROME TEACHES,” 
contains chapters on the doctrinal er- 
rorsof the Church of Rome. One 


volume, 280 pages, price $1.25. 

These three volumes will be sent to 
any address, post paid, for $4.00, or 
they can be had free by sending ten 


new subscribers to THE Convertep 
Address this office. 


CATHOLIC. 








AST month the excellent ad- 
dresses delivered at the dedica- 

tion of Curist’s Missron building by 
the pastor in charge and Rev. Drs. 
Josiah Strong, Secretary of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance of the United States ; 
Rev. David James Burrell, of the Col- 
legiate Reformed Church ; Rev. John 
Hall, of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, and Rev William T. 


of the 


Sabine, 
Reformed Episcopal 


Church, were published. 


First 
This month 
we publish the remaining addresses. 
ADDRESS OF REV. JAMES A. 
O'CONNOR. 

At the service on Wednesday even- 
ing, October 14, the pastor said: It 
been heart’s 
last 


desire for 

twelve years that 
Catholic people might be 
How are they to be saved? 
-recisely as other Christians are saved 
—by the blood of Jesus Christ, by 
having direct access to God our Father 
Jesus Christ, realizing 
that Jesus Christ came into the world 


has my 


the the 
Roman 


saved. 


through by 
to save sinners, to save them, and that 
he will save whosoever will come unto 
him. God is no respecter of persons 
in this matter of salvation and adopt- 
ion into his kingdom, for all who 
repent of sin and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ shall be saved. Wherever 
there is a repentant sinner there is 
found the seeking Saviour, the good 
shepherd seeking after his lost sheep. 
tell the Roman 
Catholic people of their privileges and 


I have endeavored to 


I could 
itto them as a Roman Catho- 


their rights on this subject. 
not tell 


lic priest, because I did not know it. I 
read the 


Word of God through the 
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BY LUCIUS W. HOW. 


ecclesiastical spectacles that were put 
upon my mind and my intellect. I 
did not reac it to find the mind of 
God therein, but to find the dogmas of 
Rome reflected there or bolstered up 
and confirmed. I never heard or 
read during the whole course of my 
theological studies and during the 
years that I was a Roman Catholic 
priest that the individual sinner had a 
right to come into the presence of God 
through Jesus Christ his only Mediator 
and Saviour. I learned and preached 
that they should come to the Church, 
to the priest; that they were not 
worthy of God’s grace until they came 
to us, their priests. And yet the cry 
of their hearts was, ‘‘ What shall we 
do to be saved—we would see Jesus.” 
I thought, as many Roman Catholic 
priests do still, I verily believe, that 
by coming to us we could show them 
the way. We did not know the way 
ourselves, to begin with, but we led 
them in the way our Church had ap- 
pointed. The result of such teaching 
has been that the hand of God has not 
been laid in blessing upon the Roman 
Catholic people of the earth. Where 
ever Roman Catholics are found who 
give evidence that they are children of 
God, it is not the distinctive doctrines 
of Rome or the methods that Rome 
points out that make them Christians ; 
not the Virgin Mary or holy water, 
or confessing to the priests, or belief 
in the personal infallibility of the 
Pope, in purgatory, in transubstantia- 
tion, etc; it is not these things, if the 
Word of God be true, that can make 
Christians. If there are Christians in 


the Roman Catholic Church it is in 
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spite of these things. In this work 
we endeavor to point out the way that 
God ordained for all Christians, and 
when Catholics learn that way they 
become like others who are saved by 
God's grace. 

We encounter much _ opposition 
from the priests and the secular press 
that they can control. A great paper 
like the New York /fera/d did not 
think it beneath its dignity to print 
two anonymous attacks upon me per- 
sonally just on the eve of opening our 
Mission. It had done this before, but 
I compelled the Hera/d to publish a 
retraction. On this occasion I went 
down and said, ‘‘Gentlemen, if the 
Herald wants to attack me, it can do 
so, but is it right to allow Roman Ca- 
tholic priests who are too cowardly to 
attack me over their own names to 
have the use of the columns of the 
Herald for such a purpose? This is 
not a Roman Catholic country, not 
yet, and it is well that the Herald 
should remember it.” I consulted the 
Hon. Chauncey Shaffer, the distin- 
guished lawyer, and under his instruc- 
tions wrote a statement in reply to my 
anonymous Jesuitical assailants. When 
I wentwith it to the //era/d office a 
burly Roman Catholic editor came 
toward me and said, ‘‘We donot want 
to be bothered by the Rev. James A. 
O’Connor.” I asked for his name, 
but he declined to give it, and said he 
was responsible for what appeared in 
the /fera/d. Then I said, “ My dear 
sir, I am sorry for you if you are 
ashamed of your name, but as you are 
the reponsible man in the //era/d I 
must ‘bother’ you to tell you that you 
go out of your way to allow anony- 
mous writers to assail me in your pa- 
per, to bring false charges against me 





that are open to criminal libel. Are 
you ‘bothered’ by Rev. James A, 
O'Connor because I am man enough 
to protect my name and the work in 
which I am engaged?” He tried to 
bluff me off and browbeat me. He 
was a burly fellow who would like 
nothing better than a personal en- 
counter. ‘‘ Well,” said he, ‘‘ we will 
take your statement into consideration 
and see what we can do _ with 
it.” I said, ‘‘ That is all I want: l ask 
no favors of you or any other Roman 
Catholic on the Hera/d. All I want 
is fair play, and that I have a right to 
expect.” For two days this.agent of 
Rome on the New York //era/d with- 
held the retraction, but was compelled 
at length to publish it. {Mr. O’Con- 
nor’s letter to the //era/d appeared in 
the November ConvertTED CaTHOLICe. | 





Rev. G. W. Samson, D. D., presi- 
dent of Rutgers’ Female College, then 
delivered an interesting address on his 
experience with Roman _ Catholics 
when he was a Baptist pastor in Wash- 
ington and President of Columbia 
University ; and during his travels in 
Italy in 1848, when so mauy priests 
rebelled against the Church of Rome, 
and again in 1867 and 1889. He was 
most hopeful of the return of the I[tal- 
ians to the primitive Church of Rome 
which Paul addressed in his Epistle. 
After an acquaintance of many years 


with Father O’Connor and his work 
he rejoiced that a Mission building 
had been obtaine.| where he would 


often come :o preach and lecture and 
help on the work in every way he 
could. Dr. Samson has been one of 
the kindest and wisest friends that 
Father O’Connor has had in New 
York for the last ten years. 
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ADDRESS OF REV. 
MORSE, D. D. 


CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, 


F. R. 


NEW VORK. 
Iam very glad to come here and 
extend my congratulations to my dear 
Brother O'Connor and to assure him 
of my hearty sympathy in his work ; 
and if I had all the money that some- 
times I wish I had this building would 
soon be paid for. I do not know 
whether Brother O’Connor knows how 
profoundly my heart is enlisted in the 
matter of the conversion of the Ro- 
manists. I have been very out-spoken 
on this subject, I have been very se- 
vere in denunciation, not of Roman 
Catholics, but of Romanism as an ec- 
clesiastical organization. I love the 
Roman Catholic men and women ; 
it has been my privilege to baptise a 
great many of them; and my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God are that they 
might be redeemed and saved and 
brought to a knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Jesus Christ. I have said that 
I have been very outspoken in my 
ministry in regard to this matter of 
the usurpations of Rome in this coun- 
try and her interference with the es- 
tablished order of things, and perhaps 
I kave been a little un-christian at 
times. I have tried to speak the 
truth. I don’t know that I have been 
any plainer than Father O'Connor has 
been to night in stating what he has 
sail. Iam glad of the extreme op- 
timism of Dr. Sampson. _ I believe 
the leaven of the pure Gospel is at 
work everywhere. I know it is at work 
here because we have amongst us a 
set of men like Brother O’Connor who 
are really doing harder and _ better 
work, and work that will bring better 
results in this city than that of any 
Protestant pastor that stands in a 
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Chnistian pulpit to-day. I say that 
without any qualification whatever 
for the results that are achieved by 
such work as this are too evident. 
Now we are always glad to have sin- 
ners converted, but when an American 
sinner is converted he is not converted 
from an enemy of America, he has al- 
ways been a friend of America. Now 
don’t vou see, brethren, when the 
Lord converts a Romanist he not only 
makes him a Christian, but he makes 
him truly an American who loves 
America and who is not an enemy of 
the government of America. So a 
dual result is achieved by this work, 
and the effect is not duly estimated 
by us Protestants. I think I under- 
stand this work and feel its importance 
as deeply as any one. I have known 
my dear Brother O'Connor longer 
than he has known me. _ I loved him 
before I knew him, if that is not para- 
doxical; but I knew him and knew 
who he was. I knew he was making 
great sacrifices for Jesus Christ and for 
his fellow-men and his fellow-Roman- 
ists. I knew he was doing}in that 
line a great deal more than I ever 
could do, or than any other Protestant 
minister in this country was],doing, 
and I loved him for that. 

There are a great many things in the 
system of Romanism of which I have 
a genuine admiration. I could not 
study Roman Catholic history without 
being filled with admiration of its tre- 
mendous sweep down the centuries, 
from the fall of the Roman Empire to 
the end of the sixteenth century. Its 


persistency, its tenacity, its wonderful 
aggressiveness, produce in me only 
feelings of profound} admiration. | 
like to think of the literature that the 
Church of Rome has produced. I like 
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to think of the art it has produced. 
To that Church we owe some of the 
highest triumphs in painting and sculp 
ture. You cannot study to-day Eur- 
opean history intelligently unless you 
associate with it the history of Roman- 
ism. Iam speaking of it as a system, 
of its aggresive policy, its wonderful 
methods, its heroes, its saints, its dig- 
nitaries, its missions ; even its perse- 
cutions rise up before me to-night as 
questions of profound interest. But 
do you know there is not a single 
thing connected with Romanism about 
which I have a particle of love. 1 
could not love it. 1 admire it as I 
admire the cthunderous roar of Ni- 
agara; but I do not have very much 
affection for Niagara; I would not 
like to allow my life to play with that 
tremendous torrent. As 1 think of 
the tremendous power of Romanism 
through the ages and what it has 
wrought out, its mistakes and its 
crimes, then I am filled only with a 
feeling of horror. 1 do not think this 
system has changed a bit. Doctor 
Samson thought it had changed, but I 
do not think it has changed as a sys- 
tem. Men and women have changed 
in their attitudes towards us. Thank 
God they are changed; and this Mission 
here accomplishes this result, and 
therefore I am interested in it ; but the 
system of Romanism is the same. It 
is the same here in New York as it 
was centuries ago in Rome. It never 
will change, for if it were possible for 
Romanism to change it would be 
something else. Romanism to-day is 
as cruel in its exactions, as aggressive 
in its spirit, as uncompromising in its 
attitude towards the Christian religion 
and the principles of republicanism as 
ever it was; and therefore I am op- 


posed to it. I am not speaking of 
Roman Catholics; I love them. I 
would do anything I could to lead 
them out of error into truth ; but Iam 
an enemy of the system. There is 
where we Protestants do not under- 
stand what our attitude should be. I 
accept as a minister of Christ a great 
many teachings of the Roman Church; 
but that is another thing from Roman- 
ism as an ecclesiastical system or as a 
political organization. 

In expressing my great earnestness 
for the growing success of this enter 
prise I can say to-night with all hon- 
esty that I can give to my dear brother 
here as fervent a prayer and as hearty 
a God speed as I could to my own 
church; and I want to say to those 
of you who are here to-night for the 
first time that there is here a man of God, 
a man of intelligence and culture, a 
man of consecrated purpose, whe has 
chosen this hard field of labor and has 
done more than any other man to save 
and redeem the city of New York from 
the power of Rome ; and in compari- 
son with him we Protestants are cow- 
ards, perfect cowards. Asa whole the 
Protestants of the city of New York 
are cowards, who think more of their 
business, more of making money than 
the salvation of this city from the 
domination of the power of Rome. 
Some of them are hand and glove with 
the leaders of the hosts of Rome, and 
this I say without fear of contradiction. 
It is painfully and sadly true; and it 
is something that is more than irritat- 
ing in our American life. This ques- 
tion troubles me more than I even 
suggest to my closest friends. 

It is a pity that there is not money 
available for this dear brother here to 
carry forward and extend this work. 
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It is a pity that there are not men who 
are willing to come forward and lend 
a helping hand to establish this Mis- 
sion and endow it so that our brother 
can not only stand here and preach, 
but that he can organize agencies out- 
side that will be supplementary to this 
work. I hope this building will be 
too small, that you will have to push 
out. Iam glad that you have a sort 
There is a kind of 
home feeling which I felt when I en- 
tered this place, and I felt that I was 
among my brethren and sisters in 
Christ Jesus when I came in to-night. 
I wish people would become cognizant 
of the importance of Brother O’Con- 
nor's work. I would like to preach 
or write for this cause, and I hope to 
do so.. Let us all commend the work 
to God ; let us bring our friends here; 
let us, if we have an opportunity, 
come down here to the regular ser- 
vices, and if you have five cents, or ten 
cents, or a dollar, bring it here for the 
work, I do not know any more 
promising work in the city of New 
York than that in which this brother 
is now engaged in. 


of home here. 


Now I wish to call attention to an- 
other matter. A pamphlet has re- 
cently come into my hands entitled 
‘*The Church and Poverty.” It con- 
tains a lecture which was delivered by 
Dr. Walker, the editor of ‘‘ The Cos- 
mopolitan,” before the Catholic Uni- 
versity at Washington. I was asked 
to read this pamphlet by a prominent 
Romanist of this city, a man of large 
business and of great intelligence. I 
read this pamphlet carefully and wrote 
a criticism of it and sent it to a Chica- 
go paper where its publication awak- 
ened great interest. It is a marvelous 

clue x “tis cme2 > than mar- 





velous to me how a man could stand 
on a platform and deliver such a lec- 
ture to the Roman Catholic priesthood 
assembled in their university. I would 
like to read one sentence from it that 
bears upon what Mr. O’Connor has 
frequently stated: 

‘*Why do Catholic writers seek to 
cover up the horrors of St. Bartholo- 
mew, the cruelties of an Inquisition 
which burned the flesh of human be- 
ings made in God's likeness, or the 
self-sufficient wisdom which refused to 
recognize the truth discovered by 
Galileo? Let these stories be told in 
children’s text books. . . Let them 
stand, the monuments they are, to the 
folly, the blunders, the superstition, 
the weakness of human souls who, in 
their arrogance, refused to interpret 
God’s Word except to suit their pas- 
sions—yet deemed themselves acting 
as his servants advancing his interests.” 

I want you to get the pamphlet and 
read it and pass it to your neighbor. 
You may not agree in some things 
with the author, who was formerly a 
Protestant, but is now a Roman Ca- 
tholic who can do good in that Church 
if they will let him. 


ADDRESS OF REV. ROBERT 
RUSSELL BOOTH, D. D. 


RUTGERS’ RIVERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, NEW YORK. 

I have conte here this evening from 
a long distance to express to Rev. 
Mr. O’Connor my interest in his work. 
I feel it my duty and privilege to come 
here to this new scene of his labor and 
say to him in the presence of this 
congregation what has been in my 
thoughts for so many years concerning 
him and his work. I cannct attemp* 
to follow him into those fields which 














he has just touched upon which have 
relation to the great power, political 
and religious, against which he stands 
as champion of the truth. He has in- 
timate knowledge of the Church of 
Rome, and his position enables him 

to speak with truthfulness on the 

subject. 

I have read THe CoNvERTED CaTHOLIC 
for many years with much interest and 
the greatest respect for the high charac- 
ter of the magazine, for the breadth of 
its views on great questions that are con- 
nected with this issue, and for the 
pure and heart-satisfying spiritual tone 
which has characterized it. On Sun- 
day afternoons I often read it in the 
interval of services, and I am not only 
instructed and better able to see the 
position of these conflicting forces, 
but I am better as a Christian man and 
a preacher of the Gospel for its peru- 
sal. I am drawn nearer to Jesus 
Christ by this little magazine every 
time I read it, and I esteem it a privi- 
lege to express my esteem and respect 
for THE ConvERTED CaTHOLic and its 
talented Christian editor. 

Iam glad to be here. The doc- 
trinal attitude of Mr. O'Connor is one 
in which I have the fullest sympathy. 
Many years ago I remember, in the 
first stages of my ministry, being visit- 
ed by a friend, an old preacher, who 
was the pastor of the Spring Street 
Presbyterian Church. He came into 
my pulpit; I was a young fellow, not 
yet twenty-five, and he preached on 
“ Accepted in the Beloved.” It was a 
new subject to me, and looking over 
what seemed to be the long period of 
my few years of preaching I said in all 
my experience I had never heard any- 
thing like that truth. My dear brother 

Howard Crosby years afterwards said 
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he got the same view of truth from this 
venerable pastor, Dr. Henry Ludlow, 
and it had been a blessing to him. 
Dr. Crosby added, ‘‘I fear many of 
our ministers do not understand what 
the Gospel means as contemplated 
from that point of view, ‘ Accepted in 
the Beloved ’"—that is to say, in Jesus 
Christ.” Not in our experience, not 
in the depth of our feeling, not in 
anything that is subjective and _per- 
sonal, but in the objective finished 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ we are 
accepted just as we are. In him is 
our righteousness, sanctification and 
perfect redemption before God. A 
hymn that speaks the truth is a sweet 
Methodist hymn— 


‘* A humble sinner believes 

And trusts in his crucified Lord 

His pardon at first he receives, 
Redemption in full through his blood.’’ 


It is a great and good thing that in 
this city and in this country in the 
midst of a system which has had such 
an extraordinary history there should 
be a man like our brother who has 
charge of this Mission to declare the 
full counsel of God. I do not know 
what organization you may have, but 
I believe that those converted here are 
saved. Like Paul, our brother here 
makes the preaching of the Gospe 
more than the organization of the 
Church. I was reading the other day 
one of the delightfully spiritual articles 
of Bishop Ryle of Liverpool, in which 
he said that it would have been easy 
for the Lord to say one word to his 
disciples that would have revealed his 
thought concerning organization if he 
cared for any particular form. The 
truth is that concerning the subject of 
organization all the churches are wor- 
shipping idols to some extent. I 
stand on the staunch Presbyterian 
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platform, but making it subordinate 
to the great principles of the Gospel. 
If we ever attain to any kind of Chris- 
tian unity it will be the union of men 
and women redeemed according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
redeemed by the precious blood of 
Jesus Christ, called and sanctified by 
the Spirit. and those enjoying this will 
work for him in this world whether 
the organization be Methodism, Pres- 
byterianism, or any other ism. 

Now this Mission here stands in this 
attitude of placing Christ and his work 
above everything else, dealing with the 
soul of the sinner as above a mere or- 
ganization, and this is something 
which we may heartily approve under 
the circumstances. I know that our 
brother will have many trials and many 
labors. Perhaps in the discipline of 
God’s trials there will be a preparation 
for greater work than he has achieved 
in the past. Perhaps out of the small 
things there may come the forces from 
the Almighty that have not come out 
of larger assemblies ; but God has evi- 
dently led him into this place and this 
work. It seems to me it will be hard 
work, very hard; but THe Convert- 
ED CATHOLIC magazine that our brother 
publishes, as it goes forth and tells the 
truth without fear,is doing a service to 
American institutions and to the in- 
coming light of the twentieth century 
that no man can exaggerate; and he 
who stands here and speaks the truth 
in love and draws those that do not 
see the truth that leads to the blessed 
Saviour ought to have the prayers, the 
sympathy and the aid of every minister 
of Jesus Christ. Hence I have come 
here to-night to bring my _ hearty 
greeting to Brother O'Connor. 

It has been my privilege in my min- 


istry in New York to receive a large 
number of Roman Catholics into the 
church and mission with which I was 
connected. At the time I went away 
from my University Place church there 
were 120 converted Roman Catholics 
among the members of the church, 
Two of them, Ellen and Margaret 
Griffin, were distinguished in this city 
for the fidelity of their work for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, reaching out in all 
directions. It was my privilege to 
lead those two women out of what they 
called great darkness into the light of 
Christ, and that experience is one that 
will live as long as my memory lasts in 
this world. Those girls were upright, 
intelligent and respected in the com- 
munity in which they lived—they were 
earnest Romanists and their brother 
was a priest—and when they had come 
to see the Lord Jesus Chnst as their 
Saviour they began to work for him 
with all the intensity of their natures. 
They had seen Christianity in such a 
strange attitude, so confused, so mis- 
represented, that their minds were 
turned away from it, although they 
still held their allegiance to their 
Church; but when they saw Christ and 
knew him they loved him and served 
him, and exerted a great power in this 
city through their faith and works. 
When I lived in Italy the Secretary 
of the Legation at Rome said to me, 
‘*T do not know what todo. Iknow 
that the Church in which I was born 
is not the true Church of such a being 
as the Lord Jesus Christ, but 1 do not 
know how to leave it. I go on my 
knees and pray to the good God to 
take care of me, and I wait on the fu- 
ture; that is all I can do.” That is 
the attitude in which intelligent, truth- 
loving minds stand in Italy to day. It 
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would be a sad thing if out of our 
American Christianity there should 
come such blindness and uncertainity 
as that. Whether the light shall shine 
forth in adequate measure from our 
churches for this special class we can- 
not say ; but we do say to our brother 
here God speed. May God bless and 
strengthen you by his Spirit, and may 
Christ dwell in your heart by faith. 





ADDRESS OF REV. GEO. E. 
STROBRIDGE, D. D. 
ST. ANDKEW'S METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 

Brother O'Connor and friends, I can 
say from the bottom of my heart it 
gives me great pleasure to be here. 
As I understand this movement, it 
rests upon two great foundations—one 
the personal contact of the believer 
with God himself, and the other the 
certain assurance to the believer of the 
answer to his prayer for pardon and 
reconciliation. | These support the 
whole fabric of experimental Chris- 
tianity, just as the columns in this 
chapel support the structure which 
rises above us. Right at this point is 
where the division begins with Rome. 
The great fundamental principle which 
we hold is that the believer has the 
privilege of coming immediately in 
contact with the Spirit of God without 
the mediation of any other human be- 
ing. We are not dependent on any 
creed or any churchly organization or 
upon any priest for our access to 
the ear and heart of God. There is 
one Mediator between God and man 
—the man Christ Jesus—that is all. 
He comes among us in the two fold 
nature of God and man, whereby he 
associates himself with the deity on 
the one hand and with humanity on 





the other, and we can clasp him on 
one side in his humanity and 
embrace divinity on the other side ; so 
we need no lengthy ceremony, no 
flickering candles, no flaring pictures, 
no robed priests, no long and tedious 
ritual to get the heart of mankind with 
its sins close to God who alone can 
relieve it. ‘‘ Whatsoever ye ask the 
Father in my name [no other name} 
ye shall have ;” and we so certainly 
have it that we receive it in believing. 
Faith in Jesus Christ is the one broad 
short road of access to God. ‘‘Iam 
the way,” says Christ; and with that 
utterance he strikes out of the path of 
every seeker all ceremony, all tradi- 
tion, all priestcraft, all machinery, all 
organization—one straight, smooth 
road on which there is no toll gate and 
no toll to pay between the seeker and 
the God whom he would find. I be- 
lieve this Mission may be justly de- 
scribed as standing with one foot firmly 
on that platform—the mediatorial work 
of Jesus Christ, whereby the believer 
comes into loving access with the 
Father, and the other equally impor- 
tant—that is,- the consciousness in the 
heart of the believer that his prayer 
has been heard,and his sins forgiven. 

I presume it is safe to say that the 
strongest grip that Rome has on the 
people is the confessional. Sweep the 
confessional away and Romanism 
would expire in a generation. What 
is the secret of the power of the con- 
fession? It is the irresistible desire for 
pardon that God has planted in our 
hearts, and when God has planted a 
desire he is sure to provide us with a 
gratification for that desire. The fact 
that man is susceptible of hunger is a 
proof that there is somewhere food for 
him. Now the very fact that God has 
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planted in the human breast an inde- 
finable and irresistable longing to know 
whether or not his sins have been for- 
given is in itself a sufficient proof that 
a generous God has himself provided 
a satisfactory answer to this longing 
inquiry ; and here, I say, is lodged 
perhaps the strongest hold of the Ro- 
man Church upon its adherents. Oh! 
when a man really wakes up to the 
consciousness of his sins ; when he is 
finally led to feel in the very depth of 
his nature that he is a sinner, and that 
there is swift retribution, there is noth- 
ing so important to him as to know 
whether or not God will forgive sin 
and whether or not he will assure the 
sinner that his sins are forgiven. 

I have in my mind an incident I 
heard once of a woman brought up in 
the Catholic Church 
waked up one day to a consciousness 
of her guilt. She felt she was unpar- 
doned of sin before God. 


Roman who 


It seemed 
there was a great load on her heart. 
She went to the priest and asked him 
what for relief. He 
put her through the process of confes- 


she should do 
sion and prescribed a penance to pray 
before a picture. He put her through 
many another processes, but the burden 
was still there. She came back again 


and asked what she should do, and 
the priest recommended another course 
of penance. But still she said, ‘‘What 
shall I do with this burden?” Like 
old it bones 


ache and her pillow wet with tears. 


David of made _ her 
After trying in vain to find relief in 
her own churchshe thought she would 
He 
showed her the better way of coming 
immediately to Jesus Christ, who by 
his sacrifice on the cross had borne 
the burden of her responsibility and 


go to a Protestant minister. 


made atonement for her_sins, and that 
through faith in him she would be de- 
livered from her burden ; as Paul said 
to the Phillipian jailer, ‘‘ Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved.” She tried it, and in a 
blessed moment, which she of course. 
could never forget, she received in her 
heart the consciousness that her sins 
were forgiven and the burden rolled 
away, and her heart was light and her 
life was full of the new song. Some 
may say this is ‘superstition, this is 
bringing in the supernatural. 1 would 
like to know what religion would be 
worth if it had not the supernatural. 
Ifthere is a real revelation of God 
which is called religion it must be 
supernatural in its very foundation ; 
and | think there is reason for insisting 
that if God has granted to us the pow- 
er to communicate our thoughts to 
each other he can not allow himself to 
be shut up fromfcommunicating his 
thoughts to us; andif he does treasure 
in his mind sentiments of mercy, grace 
and pardon towards the seeking soul, 
it is a curious process of logic that he 
should locate himself behind a stone 
wall of impassable silence and never 
communicate the soul. Don't 
we know the process ,of pardon takes 
place in the divine mind? 


with 


How do 
we know we are forgiven unless God 
tells us that we are? did this 
woman know it? She knew whom 
she had believed, and she was per- 
suaded he,would keep that which she 
had committed to his hands. Instead 
of getting absolution from the priest 
we go directly to God, and from his 
Spirit we receive the consciousness 
that our sins are forgiven Why, the 
power of communicating thought is so 
agreeable to human beings that even 


How 
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the deaf and the dumb have a means 
of communicating with each other. 
Can we suppose that the Holy Ghost 
is more completely blind than the 
blind on earth, that he cannot com- 
municate his thought? Have we 
never had answers to prayer? God 
says, ‘‘Ask and ye shall receive; seek 
and ye shall find ; knock and it shall 
be opened unto you” Ask for pardon 
and receive something else? Seek 
forgiveness and find something else ? 
Did not Jesus suggest to us that that 
was not his purpose or plan? He 
says, ifa father has a child that asks 
for bread will he give him a stone? If 
a father has a child that asks for fish 
will he give him a serpent? Will our 
Father disappoint us? Bunyan’s Pil- 
grim is a truthful description of every 
traveller over the highway of faith. 
There comes a time when with the 
glance of faith upon the cross with its 
uplifted Redeemer, the burden snaps 
its fastenings from the shoulders, loses 
its hold upon the conscience, rolls 
down the full length of the hill of 
difficulty and disappears in the sepul- 
chre at the bottom, never torise 
again. I believe in this blessed testi- 
mony of the Spirit of God that makes 
known to our souls that our sins are 
forgiven. God loves us and makes 
his love known to us. 

In our dayj men are paying large 
sums of money in all sorts of ways in 
order that they may gain access to 
God, many of them expecting that 
through a priesthood and the confes- 
sional they may attain this. But Jesus 
Christ is the only way, and when he 
dwells in a man’s heart he will make 
his presence felt. Don’t you know 
that when he entered Jerusalem he al- 
ways made a stir. So when he abides 


in us he is to us the hope of glory, an 
anchor sure and steadfast. Through 
him we become the sons of God, born 
not of the flesh nor of man, but born 
of God, and to all that believe in 
Christ this power of becoming the 
children of God is conferred. And 
more, because we are sons he sends 
the Spirit into our hearts whereby we 
know that he is our Father to whom 
we have access as dear children. 
As we think of him in that relation, 
by the converting power of the Holy 
Spirit the heart is changed and filled 
with anew song. When this blessed 
change comes the eyes swim with 
tears, the nostrils quiver, and the lips 
tremble as the soul is filled with the 
glory of the living God. Oh, how I 
long sometimes as [ look out upon 
the great tossing world, weary with its 
superstitions, its conflict with tempta- 
tions and trials, that men and women 
might get this blessed consciousness 
that their sins are forgiven and that 
they are the children of God, and that 
they can can call even the Infinite One 
their Father. 

I like what Dr. Booth said in regard 
to this Mission in its relation to the 
churches. ‘There is no need that this 
Mission should. become part of any 
organization. I am not one who is 
affiicted by the number of sects or 
Churches or denominations. It does 
not annoy me in the least. I rejoice 
in the fact that we are now living in a 
day when the various denominations 
and sects have found better business 
than quarrelling with each other. 
Why, Dr. Booth and I love each other 
just as much as if both of us were 
Methodists or both Presbyterians. 
There is unity to-day in the Christian 
Church if there is not uniformity. 
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There is one way to secure uniformity. 
For instance, when I plant a garden 
I sow all sorts of seeds—radishes, 
beets, potatoes, squashes, and so on— 
and when they begin to come up they 
are so dissimilar I imagine there is 
something wrong with them. The 
ground is the same and I planted those 
seeds carefully. Now I propose to 
make them right; sol get a long heavy 
plank and lay it over the plants to 
make them all alike, and when I fin- 
ally remove it I find they are exactly 
alike; that is, they are all white, and 
weak, and limp, and all but dead. 
There is uniformity ; and that is pre- 
cisely the way Rome has succeeded in 
securing uniformity in the Catholic 
Church. Whenever the priests or 
people had shown independence of 
that Church she came down upon 
them with the tremendous weight of 
the iron hand of persecution and the 
Inquisition and crushed them into uni- 
formity, and there she has them to- 
day, very white and weak, with no vi- 
tality or vigor of their own. Now in 
religion as in other matters it lies in 
the very structure of the human mind 
that if you allow people to investigate 
for themselves they will branch off in 
opposite directions in minor particu- 
But, blessed be God, on the 
great fundamental principles of the 
Gospel the evangelical church is abso- 
lutely one to-day, and we rejoice that 
we are one. 

Ata meeting of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, that organiza- 
tion that has done so much to bring 
Protestants together, all were singing 
with their hands joined together the 
hymn ‘‘Blest be the tie that binds 
our hearts 


lars. 


in Christian love,” and 


among the brethren there was a Metho- 


dist who was holding a Baptist by one 
hand and a Presbyterian by the other, 
and as he sang he got so blessed that 
he could not restrain himself and 
shouted, ‘‘Bless God for this glorious 
Methodist religion.” That is the way 
he put it, whereas if the Baptist had 
shouted he would have said, *‘God 
bless this glorious Baptist religion.” 
But as the Father looks down upon 
us all he sees that we are one in Christ. 
It is coming, beloved; you cannot 
keep it back; the prayer will be an- 
swered. So far as my having any ob. 
jection to these various organizations 
I see in them a sign of strength. How 
did they make yonder Brooklyn 
bridge? Are those cables made of 
solid iron? By no means. We all 
know they are made of single strands 
of wire. Each wire was stretched 
singly across that great sweep of water, 
stre:ched carefully, with its due pro- 
portion of weight to bear; and thus 
the four massive cables that connect 
these cities are made up of numbers 
of individual wires. So I find that the 
bridge that sweeps between this earth 
and heaven, over which souls are 
passing in triumphant procession to 
their crown,is constructed of individual 
believers in Jesus bound together in 
their separate organizations, all the 
stronger and more secure for bearing 
them on to their final victory. If our 
beloved brother in the providence of 
God should organize a distinct church 
in connection with this Mission, that 
will be only one more wire to strengthen 
the cable and make the bridge more 
passable and secure. 

We had a great crowd at the Car- 
negie Music Hall the other night to 
welcome the delegates to the Metho- 
dist Ecumenical Council at Washing- 











at 











ton, and we thought there would be 
long reports of the meeting in the pa- 
pers the next day. But the paper of 
all others in which I thought there 
would be the fullest account had 
about three inches of a report. If it 
had been the dedication of a Roman 
Catholic Church there would have 
been three or four columns. There 
will not be much said about this 
movement. It is the day of small 
things forit, but like the good seed 
planted in good ground it will bear 
abundant fruit. Two little children 
at play happened to put one glass 
over the other and were amazed to see 
the result. Their father looked over 
their shoulders and out of his observa- 
tion came the telescope that picks up 
the planets away off yonder and puts 
them under the eye of the observer. 
This is the day of small things, and 
we look perhaps like small children 
to be playing with sparkling truths. 
So Iam convinced God will fashion 
out of this movement a telescope that 
shall bring the Son of righteousness 
nearer to the gaze of men than any- 
thing that has been done in this line 
in this city. May the blessing of God 
rest abundantly on this movement 
and may the borders still widen and 
the course be lengthened, until this 
tabernacle shall gather uncounted 
thousands in its walls. 





Rev. Mr. O'Connor then introduced 
Mr. John Magee, a converted Catho- 
lic Irishman of Newburgh, N. Y., who 
attended the dedicatory services of 
Curist’s Mission to express his love 
for the work and to derive inspiration 
for his Christian efforts in his own city. 
He is a member of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, a business man 
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and a most earnest Christian worker. 
ADDRESS OF MR. JOHN 





: MAGEE. 
I came sixty miles to-day to attend 
this meeting, and I_ will travel 


sixty miles again to night after leaving 
here. I love this work and the dear 
brother who is at the head of it, be- 
cause it is Christ’s work. In a quiet 
way I am doing something in the same 
line myself, although it may be strange 
for a business man to be engaged in 
this work. For about seven years I 
have been engaged with others in vis- 
iting the Newburgh jail every Sunday 
morning, where we spend one hour 
with the prisoners, two-thirds of whom 
are Roman Catholics. We gotothem 
quietly and tell them about Jesus and 
his love. We tell them we come not 
as sectarians, but as friends who have 
good news for them. We tell them 
Jesus came from heaven to earth to 
Save sinners, that we all have sinned, 
and that our God wants us to come to 
him. In this way we get them to hea: 
us, and after some talk and reading of 
the Scriptures we get them to pray 
with us. One day there were twenty- 
two in the prison, of whom twenty 
came into the room where the services 
were held. Out of that number 
eighteen knelt with us in prayer. 
Every Sabbath we have from a dozen 
to fifteen Roman Catholics who thus 
pray with us. Our efforts to sow the 
good seed of the Gospel have not been 
in vain. Sometimes I put shoes on 
the feet of those men and divide my 
clothes with them. We give them a 
copy of the Scriptures and bid them 
Godspeed when they leave the jail. 
They know I have no ill feeling against 
them or their Church, and hence some 
of them are as courteous as they can 
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be. Occasionally we meet some who 
want to get up a controversy, but we 
avoid all that. I tell them my religion 
is to love God above all, and my 
neighbor as myself. 

**T love the work here because I 
find the same spirit of Christ prevail- 
ing. This work will prosper, because 
God is in it. The obstacles may be 
great, but they will be overcome by 
the power of God. In Newburgh 
there are a great many converted Ca- 
tholics. The Mayor of our city, 
Michael Doyle, is a converted Catho- 
lic, and we have many business men 
also converted Catholics who stand very 
high. One of the most zealous Chris- 
tians in our city isa man who bitterly 
opposed Father O’Connor when he 
preached in Newburgh a few years ago. 
This man wrote against him in the 
press and denounced him as an apos- 
tate priest and so on, but, thanks be 
to God, the message of salvation that 
our brother delivered had its effect. 
The man has been converted, and is 
active in Christian work, frequently 
helping us in our jail work. This 
must encourage our dear brother to 
persevere in his work of love among 
the Roman Catholics. They who now 
oppose him when they are converted 
will become his warmest friends, like 
this man in Newburgh. Go on then 
in the Spirit of Christ and the blessing 
of God will be upon this work as it 
has been in the past. 


ADDRESS OF REV. JOSEPH 
R. KERR, D. D. 
FOURTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
I think in a 
great community like this a very de- 
sirable feature in the work for the 


My Christian friends : 


t should have a special 
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character, and I think the same holds 
good in regard to the worker, that he 
should have a distinct personality. We 
are so crowded together here, there are 
so many enterprises of all kinds that 
only those who have this individual 
character and special adaptability for 
the work may under the blessing of 
God and the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit hope not only to catch the atcen- 
tion of the great crowd, but to make 
deep and saving impressions upon 
many who are first made to look, and 
then to listen, and then to unite and 
co-operate. I am very glad indeed 
that here in our community there is 
established just such a centre as this 
Mission. I am glad it has a peculiar 
I am glad that the em- 
phasis is laid largely in one direction, 
although the doors are open to all 
classes and all conditions—all who 
want to know Christ, to kiss his feet 
and receive the benediction of eternal 
life from his sacred hands. I think 
that here a great work can be done 
the which my Brother 
O'Connor has just indicated. The 
foundation work is trying and exhaust: 
ing; but he who laid the foundations 
of the earth and the foundation of 
Christian character, Christian conse- 
cration and Christian success gives us 


character. 


along lines 


his sustaining and persevering grace, 
and at last his recognition and imper 
ishable And so if the 
work does seem hard and difficult in 
this new centre let us bear the burden 
and heat of the day as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ. There is great satis- 
faction in serving the Master when it is 
a hard service. I think I have never 
enjoyed my consecration to him quite 
as much as on those occasions and at 
those points where the cross seemed to 


coronation. 














be very heavy on my shoulders, and 
where the work seemed exhausting. 
Then I would turn with uplifted eye 
to the Son of God and speak directly 
to him; I could almost feel that he 
was listening ; he knew I was standing 
and working, and enduring for his 
sake, and there always came to me an 
assurance of his presence and promise 
that my strength should not fail. 

In regard to my sympathy for this 
work on the line upon which the em- 
phasis has been placed, the welcoming 
to those who come out from the Ro 
man Church, I am very glad to assure 
you, dear friends, that my sympathy 
is heartfelt. Iam very glad that this 
Mission has been established for wel- 
coming those who come out of that 
church, or who wish to come out and 
find this a place of shelter and 
spiritual safety. I do not see why we 
should not welcome just such depar- 
tures as these. I do not see why in the 
development of the work, when there 
is a widening of the horizon in 
human thought and a most remark- 
able development on the part of the 
whole country in regard to religious 
liberty, when there are men and 
women who have friendships perhaps 
that are crossing and recrossing in all 
these denominational lines—I do not 
see why those who desire the greater 
liberty, those who want the wider hori- 
zon, those who desire the truth in its 
best and latest developments should be 
looked uponas opposed to the church, 
or should be warred against and perse- 
cuted. It seems to me that is contrary 
to the spirit of true manhood, as it is 
contrary to the genius of our republi- 
can institutions and to the Chris- 
tian spirit of cur age. 


I am glad that Brother O’Connor 





and those who are associated with him 
do not retaliate upon those who perse- 
cute him, Ido not believe that you 
can make much progress by abusing 
people, even those whom you think to 
be in grave error, and who may be dis 
posed to hurl hard words at you, mis- 
represent your actions and try to 
cripple your work, I tell you, my 
friends, it is love that is going to roll 
this whole world to the feet of Christ. 
In my ministerial life that extends over 
a quarter of a century I have found 
that with those who are opposed to me, 
those whom I could not approve of in 
my heart and conscience, if I could 
lay my hand on their arm, and look 
them in the face and say under 
the same sky and before the same 
searching God, ‘‘ My brother, you are 
wrong; let me show you my stand- 
point, let me give you the truth as I 
have laid hold of it, let us ask God 
to make you see it and feel its power,” 
some good would be accomplished. I 
think that is the key note of true mis- 
sionary service—love of God and love 
of man—and because I find that spirit 
in this work my interest in it shall 
continue ; and in my prayers and sym- 
pathy you may rest assured that I shall 
not overlook Curist’s Misston. 





ADDRESS OF ELDER WM. 
CAMPBELL. 
FIFTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

I have some knowledge of Mr. 
O’Connor’s work for twelve years and 
have taken a deep interest in it. If 
we were to look at this work from a 
worldly point of view we would say it 
was a tremendous task to undertake 
to criticise and break up a system that 
has existed so long and has attained 
such power; but taking the spiritual 
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side of the question, when one with the 
Lord is always a majority, we may feel 
encouraged. Looking at it still furth- 
er it is an honorable work to take up 
and be engaged in, because it is but 
doing the work of the Master, bringing 
before the eyes and ears of men and 
women the way of salvation through 
Jesus Christ as it is offered in the Word 
of God. Various systems of religion 
and different branches of the Christian 
Church may exist, but they should all 
be one in Christ, and all evangelical 
churches are one in the way of salva- 
tion, 
then that would be the way of salva- 
tion, but I do not find it any where in 
my Bible. If it 
penance, and penance costs 
labor and money, it ceases to be a gift. 
Now the wages of sin is death, and 
Christ paid the debt; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ ; therefore you can see that it 
is not following the penances or works, 
but it is following divine truth as 
given to us by the Bible, the guide of 
our life that marks our pathway to the 
skies. We must take the Bible as a 
whole, the Old Testament and the 
New, as the foundation of all truth, 
and not the doctrines of men. Jesus 
came into the world to convict the 
world of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment, and through the work of 
the Holv Spirit in these hearts of yours 
and mine we are brought into union 
with God. There is no power in the 
world that can satisfy the longings of 
the soul except the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
Christ in us, Christ for us, the hope of 
glory, the power of God unto salvation 


If penance could save a sianer 


Salvation is a gift. 
costs 


for every one that believes on him. 
We were speaking a little while ago 
about the good effect of this work on 


the Roman Catholics, and how many 
had been taken into different churches. 
I remember well one evening in a 
mission where I had been engaged for 
twenty-four years, I was speaking of 
the love of Jesus Christ and his salva- 
tion as plainly and simply as: I could, 
when I saw the face of a woman 
beaming, and I thought there was 
soniething there I ought to see about 
after the meeting was over. When | 
went to her she said to me, ‘‘ Now is 
that all there is about salvation?” I 
said, ‘“That is all. Christ does all the 
work. He died for us and paid the 
debt of sin.” ‘‘ But,”’ she said, ‘‘I] am 
a Roman Catholic.” ‘‘ That doesn’t 
make any difference,” said I. ‘‘ This 
is the Gospel, the good news, that 
Christ has come into the world to save 
you, to save all who will receive him, 
and he does the whole work.” She 
said, ‘‘That plain way of explaining 
the subject has struck me to-night,and 
I believe it I believe that 
Jesus did all the work of my salvation, 
and I will trust him.” Her husband 
was a Protestant, but he was uncon- 
verted and was not any better than a 
Roman Catholic. After her own con- 
version she labored with him with a 
woman’s love and patience and 
brought him into the chapel, and af- 


is true. 


terwards their two daughters, and 
they were all converted. 
Time will not permit me to 


tell you what has been done for the 
last twelve years in this work ; it could 
not be told ; Mr. O'Connor could not 
tell it. God alone knows how much 
good has been done. Many people 
have been influenced. See how much 
light one lamp can bring into these 
dark places making the hearts of all 
Catholics glad ; see how much good 














one man or woman can do by lighting 
the torch of faith and letting it shine 
before these people. In the springtime 
when we see the seeds watered by the 
showers that come from heaven we 
know the beautiful flowers will spring 
up ; so spiritual showers and heaveuly 
influences brought to bear on human 
hearts will cause them to bear fruit to 
the glory of God. It is God alone 
that causes spiritual life to grow, and 
this growth, like the growth in nature, 
is without money and witkout price ; 
it is free to all. By the influence of 
the Holy Spirit the truths that have 
been preached in this work have borne 
fruit, and souls have been born of God. 
When Christ said in the third chapter 
of John, ‘‘ Ye must be born again,” he 
laid the foundation of the Christian 
life. I believe in this new birth with 
all my heart. As the brazen ser- 
pent lifted up in the wilderness cured 
those who looked at it, so if Christ be 
lifted up all who look on him and be- 
lieve shall be saved. 

I was coming from Philadelphia the 
other day and met a gentleman in the 
cars who told me something about his 
life, and among other things he said, 
‘¢ 1 am trying to be a Christian.” I 
said, ‘‘That is good, but what are you 
doing?” He said, ‘‘I am trying to 
live right.” Again I said, ‘‘That is 
good, but can you make yourself a 
Christian?” He said, ‘‘ lam thinking 
about that, but I am not good enough 
to be a Christian, though I wish I was.” 
‘‘What is in the way?” said I; ‘‘why 
not begin to be a Christian now, right 
here in this car?” He said he hadn't 
thought of that, he did not know he 
could become a Christian in that way, 
and he was afraid he would not hold 
out. ‘‘I believe you would not,” I 
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answered, ‘‘I never knew a man to 
hold out while he is trying to be a 
Christian. Let Christ make you a 
Christian, and he will do the work so 
that you can hold out. By trusting in 
Christ you will be safe. By trusting 
the blood of Christ to cleanse the soul 
and the power of the Holy Ghost to 
bring it in union with God we become 
Christians. Do not stay out of the 
Church and try to make yourself bet- 
ter; you never can do it.” 

We have in the Church one prin- 
ciple and one motive, and that is to 
surrender the heart to God, I some- 
times in my experience test my trust 
by my faith to see whether my faith is 
strong enough to enable me to trust. 
We know that Mr. Moody started his 
work without any money, he had only 
faith, I remember when I was a boy 
if I read three or four chapters of the 
Bible I thought I had done a good 
thing, but I had also to learn to trust 
Jesus Christ as my Saviour. Having 
these principles deeply imbedded in our 
hearts we desire to walk with God, 
we want to have a_ conscious sense of 
his presence and that he is lead- 
ing us day by day, guiding and 
directing our thoughts. This is the 
beginning of everlasting life. 

Now, that is what my friend Mr. 
O'Connor is trying to do here, and that 
is what his friends wish him to do. 
He is trying to make God’s truth 
known to all whom he can reach, and 
that is the right way to success. It is 
hard to carry on a work of this kind, 
but remember that our Saviour often- 
times spoke to a very small audience 
yet preached a very powerful sermon. 
The days of small things will lead to 
greater things. David was not a king 
when he fed the sheep and took care 
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of them, he was a shepherd boy. If 
we follow the guidance of God and 
attend to the small things, that work 
will open the door to greater things 
that God will give us to do. Person- 
ally I want to be guided by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to be directed by him in 
everything I do, and feel that he is 
leading me day by day until I come to 
the end of my journey. Then he 
will admit me to that home beyond 
the skies that he has promised. 





ADDRESS OF MR. JOHN 
CURRY. 
THIRTY-FOURTH STREET PRESBYTERIAN 


CHURCH, AND PRESIDENT OF 


CHRIST'S MISSION, 

Sometimes when talking with my 
friends about this work, a great many 
Protestants and church members of 
our denomination and other denomi- 
nations have pooh-poohed it and said to 
me, ‘‘ You cannot do any thing with 
the Roman Catholics, nobody can do 
any thing with them.” But I believe 
differently, my friends. I believe that 
the Gospel preached to them with 
kindness and in the Spirit of Christ 
through the Holy Ghost, whom Christ 
promised to send from the Father, is 
the power of God unto salvation for 
every one that believes. Christ himself 
says in the twenty-fourth verse of the 
fifth chapter of John, ‘‘ Verily I say 
unto you, he that heareth my word 
and believeth on him that sent me hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” are 
true, and dear Brother O'Connor has 
faith to believe that they are true, and 
it is this faith that has prompted him 
to go on with this work for the last 
twelve years. 


These words 


I know sometimes he 





has been very hard pressed; he did 
not have much behind him; sometimes 
he did not know where the next day’s 
food was to come from. Well, that is 
faith, my dear friends, and it is also 
love, the love of Christ in his heart go- 
ing out to his former friends. Christ 
said, ‘‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength : this is the first 
commandment. And the second is 
like unto it, Thou shait love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” Now our brother here is 
fulfilling that second commandment— 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” He knows the deprivation of 
the Word of God among the people 
that he come from, and _ his 
heart goes out to them; the love of 
Christ has constrained him to un- 
dertake and carry forward this work 
for his fellow-men, even as every one 
that is engaged in mission work is 
constrained to it by the love of Christ. 
We want to get all into the same boat 
with us; we want to get them to see 
Jesus. 


has 


We are messengers carrying 
the good news from Christ to our fel- 
We can talk to some of 
the hard characters that are 


low-men. 
found in 
mission work and tell them what they 
have been and what they are; but you 
cannot preach to intelligent Roman 
Catholics in that way ; you must point 
them to Christ and leave the work to 
the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit that 
will strike the hearts of these people. 
You must show them the truth in love 
and let them see that you appreciate 
them as fellow-creatures, and desire to 
draw them to Christ by honorable 
means. Our Brother O'Connor is 
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drawing them in this manner, and not 
ridiculing them; and we must all try 
and help him along in this work by 
our sympathy, by our prayers and by 
our co-operation. He is only human. 
He needs our sympathy, aid and en- 
couragement ; and [ tell you practical 
kindness goes a great way towards en- 
couraging him in this work he is en- 
gaged in for the Master. Weought to 
rejoice that we should be enabled to 
co-operate with God in the salvation 
of immortal souls and in gathering the 
nations into his kingdom. There isa 
great work to be done in our city and 
in our country, and it is the Christain 
people that must do it. Don’t ask us 
to go into the dark nations abroad; we 
have plenty of work to do here at home. 
But here and abroad it is all for Christ. 
For that purpose he came into the 
world—to save sinners and all that be- 
lieve on him. That is the work that 
is being done here, my dear friends, a 
good work and one that I glory in. 


lifty copies of THe Convertep Ca- 
THOLIc for November and December 
containing the addresses delivered at 
the dedication of Curist’s Misston can 
be had for distribution at the rate of 
three cents per copy ; 
each for $5.00. 


—-oe— 


The Gospel in Ireland. 


100 copies of 


BY WM, GRIBBON, 


Being in England in the month 
of July I had the privilege of attend- 
ing some meetings of the Christian 
Convention at Keswick. The meet- 
ings were held in a large tent with a 
seating capacity of over 2,000. 

One feature gladdened my heart; 
a special season set apart .to 
have prayers for Ireland. 


was 


This was 





not as Roman Catholics do, by telling 
their beads or saying so many novenas 
which are simply what our Saviour calls 
‘‘vain repetitions,” but by asking the 
living God directly to bless Ireland as 
we ask a dear and well known friend, 

Then several evangelists addressed 
the meeting. One Rev. Mr. 
Hallowes, who had been fined and 
imprisoned because he had preached 
out of doors to the poor benighted 
children of Erin. Two others had 
evangelized in the South and West. 
They stated that everywhere they went 
they found an open door with little or 
no molestation. They took their stand 


was 


in the market places of such towns as 
Cork, Waterford, Sligo and a number 
and audience of 
100 to 500 people, many of 
whom listened attentively to the word 
of life. They also found a ready sale 
for portions of the Scripture, and of 
the New Testament in the Douay ver- 


of others, had an 


from 


sion at one penny and two pence each. 
When the people heard what it was 
and read upon it the authorization of 
the Pope and bishops, they were not 
afraid to buy. Hundreds and thous- 
ands of copies of the Word of God 
have thus been sold. Fifteen years 
ago it would have been as much asa 
man’s life was worth to have attempted 
such a thing. Now the door is open, 
and a better day is dawning for the 
poor priest-ridden country. Let us 
praise God that the all conquering 
Gospel is doing its work. 
New York, November, 1891. 





We have received from Dublin, Ire- 
land, a package of Douay Testaments 
which we will be glad to send, post 
paid, to our readers for 25 cents each. 
Address this office. 
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THE ROMAN CHURCH 
AND POVERTY. 

SSX HE following extracts from the 
¥ pamphlet of Dr. Brisben Walker, 
to which Dr. Morse referred in his ad- 
dress at the dedication of Curist’s 
Misston, will be read with interest. 
Dr. Walker's address was delivered in 
the Catholic University at Washington. 
Among other things he said : 

‘‘What pastor in any great city 
can put his hand on the cause of 
the sins that are taken to the con- 
fessional—or are kept out of it—and 
not say that fully one-half of these sins 
come from frightful poverty 
over abundance of wealth, or from ef- 
forts to escape the one or acquire the 
other? .. Do not think me unfair if I 
say that the respectable accumulator 
of wealth is made much of within the 
[Roman] Church portals, and while 
the prayers and admonitions are alike 
framed to prevent him from vulgar 
‘picking and stealing,’ 


or an 


sermons are 
not preached explaining any of the 
uncertain ways by which so many 
business transactions are made dishon- 
est, while coming within the protection 
of the law. 

‘« This is no time to be ‘thishing of 
the elegance of the vestments you are 
to wear, the respect you will inspire, 
the salaries you are likely to earn. 
But if you make of yourselves 
portly, comfortably fed, richly housed, 
elegantly attired gentlemen, there will 
be something of justification in the 
doubt that you are successors of Him 
who came in the guise of an humble 
carpenters Son; and you will not 
reach the people. And the American 
world will continue on the road to 


atheism and agnosticism that France, 
Germany and Italy are following. .. 


“The distinction between the eternal 
truth which the church must always 
teach under God's promise, and the 
eternal error into which the individual 
and even the communities of indi- 
viduals are always falling, must be 
carefully borne in mind. The Pope, 
the archbishop, the priest, do not pre- 
empt good judgment or sound com- 
mon sense, or even equity, when they 
enter upon their sacred offices. As 
individuals they are prone to error, and 
there is no sacerdotal investiture which 
will prevent their falling the allotted 
seven times. Ifany one might become 
perfect by entering the priesthood the 
gates of the seminaries would not be 
wide enough to admit the struggling 
crowds. 

‘* History has not pages enough to 
record the absurdities committed by 
Christian priests and princes. This 
is God’s lesson to us. It is outlined 
in the history of every individual of 
his Church, from the savagery of St. 
Peter pulling his sword to chop off 
the servant’s ear to the cruel shooting 
of Hugo Bassi. You [priests] 
who are to go out to teach, recollect 
that God does not ask you to cover up 
the truth. He is all truth, and wants 
truth, Many an enthusiast would 
have been saved the sin of pride if 
Catholic histories had been written 
with a deep yearning to lay bare the 
truth instead of as special pleas—as if 
the truth could really do harm. 

‘*Even to-day in New York you 
wait in vain before Catholic altars for 
sermons commensurate with the 
subject, against corrupt city rule and 
the evils of unlimited drinking saloons; 
although they are Catholics who are 
chiefly responsible for the existence of 
both these evils.” 
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LETTER XLII. 


New York, December, 1891. 

Sir:—While you are posing before the American people as a Roman digni 
tary with American ideas in your head and love for American institutions in 
your heart, and a leaning towards liberal sentiments that conflict with Papal 
infallibility, your confrere in the episcopate, Archbishop Corrigan, does not 
shrink from proclaiming the true Roman Catholic doctrine. You would have 
the people believe that if elected Pope you would not claim infallibility nor 
seek to-exercise it, though it should continue the dogmatic teaching of the 
Church. But if you dared to whisper even a thought of abolishing the dogma 
of infallibility, Archbishop Corrigan would give his blessing and full absolution 
to the Jesuit who would put a cup of cold poison to your lips or plunge a dag- 
ger into vour heart. He has the true Roman Catholic spirit that exalts the 
Pope as the supreme earthly authority and places his utterances on a parallel 
with the Scriptures. The circumstances that called forth this display of ortho- 
doxy on the part of Archbishop Corrigan may seem trivial, but he has made 
most of them, Last October Henry George, a writer on political subjects, 
wrote a reply to the Pope’s last encyclical which Father Thomas J. Ducey, 
rector of St. Leo’s Roman Catholic Church in this city, commended as an able 
document. In doing so Father Ducey seemed to be wanting in respect to the 
Pope, and Archbishop Corrigan promptly demanded an apology. This was 
given by the priest and was published in the New York papers. Then Arch 
bishop Corrigan had himself interviewed, and when asked for his reasons for 
compelling Father Ducey to apologize for his slight irreverence towards the 
‘* Holy Father” the Archbishop said : 

‘*The whole matter is very simple. If Father Ducey had thought for an 
instant of the character of the encyclical he would have avoided the error he 
committed. He seems for the moment to have lost sight of the fact that the 
Holy Father is the teacher and every Catholic must regard him as the supreme 
earthly authority. The Holy Father having advanced in the encyclical the 
doctrine of private property in land, it became the duty of every one in the 
Church to accept it unquestioningly. 

‘‘Now, in discussing the matter Father Ducey alluded to the Holy Father as 
‘A’ and to some one else as ‘B,’ and so on. The other gentlemen [Roman 
Catholic priests] who were interviewed simply said in effect: ‘There is noth- 
ing for us to do but to accept what has been advanced by the Holy See. He 
has settled that for us.’ Now there is no other view to be taken, no matter what 
any man may write. It is just like a well established doctrine laid down in the 
Holy Scriptures, and it is to be followed just as closely and unquestioningly by 
all those who believe in the Holy Church.” 

That is true and pure Roman Catholic doctrine, Cardinal, and if American 
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Catholics do not like it they must get out of the Roman Church. When the 
Roman Catholic bishops of the world assembled at the Vatican Council in 1870 
were commanded by the Jesuits to declare Pius IX. infallible they substituted 
the Pope for the Holy Ghost, whom Christ promised to send to teach His 
Church. Archbishop Corrigan as a faithful ‘* prince of the Church” is consis- 
tent in declaring that Papal infallibility is a doctrine to be accepted and believed 
as firmly as anything taught in the Holy Scriptures. Whatever the Pope says, 
even on political questions, ‘‘is just like a well established doctrine laid down 
in the Holy Scriptures ’""—the divinity of Christ, for instance. Monsignor 
Preston, Corrigan’s vicar-general, who died the other day, did not shrink from 
teaching the same doctrine. In a sermon delivered in his own church in this 
city, January 1, 1888, he said: “ The infallibility of the Pope is unquestioned. 
He cannot teach false doctrine; he cannzt err; every word he speaks from his 
high chair is the voice of the Holy Ghost, and must be obeyed.” Dr. Preston 
had been a Protestant Episcopal minister before he became a Papist, and he 
ought to have known better, but that is Roman Catholic doctrine and he 
believed it and taught it. 

Do you believe it? There isa plain question that demands a straightfor- 
ward answer, yes or no. You may say you have never 


taught such doctrines 
but that is not the question. 


It is, Do you believe that whatever the Pope may 
say or teach on subjects relating to faith and morals, including political ques- 
tions, is as binding on Roman Catholics as the teaching of the Bible? You 
will not answer the question, but you and vour agents will abuse me for press- 
ing iton your attention, I know that many priests do not believe it, but 
they dare not say so. Do you believe it? If vou do and will not say so, 
are deceiving the American people who foolishly imagines that you are im- 
bued with liberal ideas, ete. If you do not believe it you are 


so, vou 


as cowardly as 
the humblest curate in your diocese who shrinks from an honest, independent 
thought lest he should lose his position. | Even old Father Sylvester Malone 
of Brooklyn, who had praised Henry George's reply to the Pope's encyclical 
was compelled, like Father Ducey, to apologize for the honest expression of his 
sentiments when they differed from Corrigan’s interpretation of Papal infalli- 
bility, though Father Malone does not belong to his or your diocese. But he 


was visiting vou at Baltimore on the occasion of the centennial celebration of 


the establishment of St. Mary's Seminarv—my a/ma mater—when he was forced 
to write his disclaimer. Did you compel him to write it ? 
Leaving this question of Papal infallibility where it stands for the present— 
I shall return toit in future letters—I am happy to say that Father Edward Mc- 
Glynn continues his good work of denunciation of abuses in the Roman Catho- 
lic Church despite the repeated efforts made to win him back to allegiance and 
silence him. ‘‘I will never retract,” said he on Sunday evening, November 22, 
1891, in the presence of a crowd of Irish Catholics that filled the largest hall in 
New York, ** [jwill never retract or apologize: }-wrlt net-ze.to Kome’—But 
next month I will send you his addregg” (gifs RY OF 
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